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Luka Špoljarić (University of Zagreb, Croatia)
Linda T. Darling (The University of Arizona, USA),  

General Secretary of the Board of IAOSEH
Elias Kolovos (University of Crete, Greece), Member of the Board of IAOSEH

Contact Person:
Vjeran Kursar (kursar@gmail.com)

https://iaoseh.wordpress.com



Program

DAY 1 - JULY 11, 2022, MONDAY

Venue: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, I. Lučića Street 3

9:00 - 9:30 
Registration

Entrance Hall

9:30 - 10:30 
Opening of the Conference

D-VI Hall

Opening Speeches

Keynote Speech

President of ICOSEH Suraiya Faroqhi

10:30 - 12 | FIRST SESSION
D-VI Hall

Challenging Social Stability in the Latest Ottoman Century
Chair: Can Eyüp Çekiç

Dimitris Papastamatiou: Revolution, Suppression and Peace Restoration in the 
Ottoman Provinces in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century: The Case of 
an Insurgence at the Kaza of Ağustos in Central Macedonia during 1822

Sota Naruji: Relief Funds (İâne) for the Refugee Settlement Policy in the 
Ottoman Empire, 1860-65: The Mechanism of Collection and Distribution 
by the Refugee Commission (Muhâcirîn Komisyonu)

Sena Hatip Dinçyürek: Early Hamidian Istanbul: The Compulsory Hosting of 
the ‘93 Refugees 
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12 - 13 
LUNCH BREAK

13 - 14:30 | SECOND SESSION
D-VI Hall

Occupation, Land and Propaganda
Chair: Dimitris Papastamatiou

Pınar Şenışık: Occupational Structure and Material Culture of the Cretan 
Muslims in Rethymno in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries

Can Eyüp Çekiç: Land Ownership in the Former Ottoman Territories in 
Greece

Ceren Uçan: A Comparison of Ottoman Jihad Pamphlets and British 
Propaganda Pamphlets of the World War I

  
14:30 - 15:00 

COFFEE BREAK

15:00 - 16:30 | THIRD SESSION
D-VI Hall

Facets of Transformation and Transition
Chair: Linda Darling

Hilal Livaoğlu Mengüç: From “A Young Egyptian” to “Mustafa Kamil Paşa”: The 
Story of an Egyptian Patriot Through the Eyes of the Ottoman Sublime Porte

Mahmoud Yazbak: Capital Penetration into Palestine’s Rural Areas - The Case 
of (Yafa) Jaffa in the 1840s

Fatma Gül Karagöz: Problems of Honour and Property: How Did Kıbrıslı 
Mehmed Emin Paşa and His Crew Cope with Local Administrators in Niş 
in 1860?
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18:00-21

Venue: National Hall (“Preporodna dvorana”) of Croatian Academy of 
Sciences and Arts 

Address: Opatička Street 18

18:00 - 19:00

Speeches
Nenad Moačanin, The Ottoman Heritage in Croatia
Linda Darling, Boring Documents, Exciting Results:  How Salary Registers 

Can Shape Ottoman History

  
19:00 - 21:00

OPENING COCKTAIL
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DAY 2 - JULY 12, 2022, TUESDAY

Venue: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, I. Lučića Street 3

9:00 - 10:30 | FIRST SESSION
D-VI Hall

PANEL Searching for Privileges in the Ottoman Greek Lands: 
Local Historiographies and Historical Realities 

Chair and Discussant: Elias Kolovos

Faidon Moudopoulos- Athanasiou: From Voinikion to Voynuks and Beyond: 
Reconciling the Zagori Ethnolocal Narrative with Ottoman Historiography

Efthymios Machairas: When Standard Practice Becomes Extraordinary: 
Assessing the Tax Privileges of the Dodecanese Islands

Elias Kolovos: How Evliya Çelebi Set Foot on the Mani Peninsula, Where 
“the Turks Never Set Foot”, and Left in a Hurry... Local Autonomy and the 
Limits of Ottoman Imperial Administration

  
10:30-11 

COFFEE BREAK

11:00 - 12:30 | SECOND SESSION
D-VI Hall

PANEL Changing Terms of Religious Coexistence in Post-Classical 
Ottoman Urban Neighborhoods

Organizers: Eunjeong Yi — Rossitsa Gradeva
Chair: Elias Kolovos

Eunjeog Yi: Floating Definitions of Seventeenth- Century Istanbul Mahalles 
and Their Implications for Interreligious Relations

Rossitsa Gradeva: Muslims, Christians and Jews in an Ottoman City: Sofia, 
16th-18th Centuries
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Avni Değirmenci: Faith, Fire, and Real Estate in Seventeenth Century 
Istanbul: Evaluating Ottoman Court Records in Islamizing Christian and 
Jewish Property Following the Great Fire of 1660

  
12:30 - 13:30 

LUNCH

13:30 - 15:15 | THIRD SESSION
D-VI Hall

Land Regime and Finance
Chair: Rossitsa Gradeva

Ayşe Nükhet Adıyeke: Osmanlı Mali Dengesi ve Hazineye Sağlanan Gelirler 
Açısından Girit’te Tımarların Mukataaya Dönüşmesi 

Nuri Adıyeke: 17. ve 18. Yüzyıllarda Girit’te Çift Başlı Mülkiyet Sistemi 
Fahd Kasumović: Transformation Process in the Periphery of the World of Islam: 

Economic Crisis and Tax Exemption Policy in Ottoman Bosnia, ca. 1688-1702
Hatice Gökçen Özkaya: Kadı Sicillerinden 17. Yüzyıl İstanbul’unun Barınma 

Koşullarına Bakmak

  
15:15 - 15:45

COFFEE BREAK

15:45 - 17:30 | FOURTH SESSION
D-VI Hall

PANEL Ottoman Studies from Global and Comparative 
Perspectives

Organizer: Fariba Zarinebaf 
Chair: Linda Darling

Discussant: Professor Suraiya Faroqhi 
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Claudia Römer: On some problems of 18th-19th century Habsburg Shipping 
Trade at Sea and on the Danube as Reflected in 19th-century Copies of 
Archival Material

Christine Isom-Verhaaren: The Ottoman Navy in its Biographical and Global 
Perspective

Vjeran Kursar: Ottoman Documents and Bosnian Franciscans: Notes on 
Ottoman Documents in the Archives of Franciscan Monasteries in Bosnia

Linda Darling: Provincial History, Imperial History, Global History: The Case 
of Syria

17:45
D-VI Hall

ICOSEH BOARD MEETING

– 6–



DAY 3 - JULY 13, 2022, WEDNESDAY

Venue: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, I. Lučića Street 3

9:00 - 10:30 | FIRST SESSION
D-VI Hall

Ottoman Western Marches
Chair: Nenad Moačanin

Kornelija Jurin Starčević: Land Possesions and Settlements on the Edge of the 
Empire: Nâhiye-i Kal’a-i Udbina

Anđelko Vlašić: The Role of Derbentçis and Köprücüs in Ottoman Slavonia in 
the 16th and 17th Centuries 

Okan Büyüktapu: Sanjak of Zaçasna

  
10:30 - 11:00 

COFFEE BREAK

11:00 - 12:30 | SECOND SESSION
D-VI Hall

Architecture, Roads, and Bridges
Chair: Claudia Römer

Gül Kale: Search for Precision in the 17th Century: Mathematical Competence 
of Ottoman Scholars and Architects

Vincent Thérouin: The Road in Ottoman Bosnia (15th-17th Centuries) - 
Material Approach on a Road System During the Ottoman Period

Luca Orlandi - Velika Ivkovska: Ottoman Heritage Memories: Stone Bridges 
in the Southern Balkans

  
12:30 - 13:30 

LUNCH BREAK
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13:30 - 15:00 | THIRD SESSION
D-VI Hall

Urban Issues
Chair: Luca Orlandi

Eda Çekil Turgul: XVI. Yüzyılın İkinci Yarısında İklim Değişiklerinin 
İstanbul’ da Ekmeğe Etkisi

Onur Usta: Continuity and Change in Settlement Dynamics and Hydraulic 
Landscape of the Sixteenth Century Ottoman Mosul Hinterland: An 
Historical and Archaeological Overview

Serena Acciai: Ancient Ottoman Towns as Precursor of Garden-Cities of the 
20th Century

  
15:00 - 15:30

COFFEE BREAK

15:30 - 17:00 | FOURTH SESSION
D-VI Hall

Ethno-Confessional Groups, Trans-Confessional Trade
Chair: Eunjeong Yi

Dorina Arapi: Shaping the Community: The Key Role of Confraternities in the 
Social Change of Scuttari (Albania) during the 18th-19th Century 

Phokion Kotzageorgis: Searching for the ‘Greeks’ in the Ottoman 
Administrative Sources (15th-17th C.)

Marco Ali Spadaccini: Protecting Ottoman Merchants Going to Papal Ancona 
(ca. 1560–1590): An Illustration of Ottoman and Papal Mercantile 
Practices in the Adriatic
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DAY 4 - JULY 14, 2022, THURSDAY

Venue: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, I. Lučića Street 3

9:00 - 10:30 | FIRST SESSION
D-VI Hall

PANEL From Bonded to Free: The Variety of Dependencies  
in the Ottoman World  

Organizers: Gül Şen— Suraiya Faroqhi 
Chair: Gül Şen

Veruschka Wagner: Free as Other Freeborn or Just Another Form of Dependant? 
The Social and Economic Status of Former Slaves in Early Modern Istanbul

Zübeyde Güneş-Yağcı: Cariyenin İntikamı: Kölelerin Maruz Kaldıkları 
Şiddet ve Tepkileri 

Gül Şen: Recruitment, Forced Labor, Enslavement: Shared Practices of the 
Mediterranean Powers in the Early Modern Period

  
10:30 - 11:00 

COFFEE BREAK

11 - 12:30 | SECOND SESSION
D-VI Hall

Late Ottoman Guilds, Education and Finance
Chair: Silvana Rachieru

Hülya Öztürk: Konya’ da 1840-1842 Yılları Arasında Esnaf Sandıklarının 
Faaliyetleri 

Jun Akiba: Schoolboys in Ankara and its Environs in 1836: An Analysis of the 
Population Registers

Naz Yücel, Sultan Abdülhamid II’s Invisible Income: An Analysis of Privy 
Purse Budgets During the Hamidian Era
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12:30 - 13:30 

LUNCH BREAK

13:30 - 15:00 | THIRD SESSION
D-VI Hall

Foreigners, Press, Mining
Chair: Fatma Gül Karagöz

Burhan Çağlar: James McCoan and His Paper: The Establishment of an 
English-LanguageNewspaper in Constantinople

Domna Iordanidou: Fratelli Allatini: Mining Enterprises in Ottoman 
Macedonia

Silvana Rachieru: A Symbolic Map of a Foreign Community: Social and 
Economic Trajectories of the Romanian Community in Constantinople in 
1900 

15:00 
CLOSING OF THE CONGRESS

D-VI Hall
Closing remarks

Linda Darling, General Secretary of IAOSEH

15:30 sati
GENERAL MEETING OF THE IAOSEH

D-VI Hall

  
18:30  

DINNER
Restaurant “Didov San”

Address: Mletačka Street 11
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DAY 5 - JULY 15, 2022, FRIDAY

TRIP TO VRANA AND ZADAR
(Optional)
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15th International Congress  
of Ottoman Social and Economic History (ICOSEH)

Zagreb, July 11-15, 2022

ABSTRACTS*

* The abstracts are listed in the order of the program.



Dimitris Papastamatiou
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece

Revolution, Suppression and Peace Restoration in the Ottoman 
Provinces in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century. The Case of 
an Insurgence at the Kaza of Ağustos in Central Macedonia during 

1822

In March of 1822 a faction of the inhabitants of the kaza of Ağustos, the modern city 
of Naousa, Greece, in central Macedonia, with the instigation and active participa-
tion of guerillas and bandits from the nearby mountain of Olympos, took to the arms 
and renounced the sovereignty of the Sublime Porte. After having tried unsuccessfully 
to seize the important city of Karaferye (today Veria), the rebels took refuge to Naou-
sa. Following a bloody siege, the town was captured by an Ottoman army led by the 
vali of Salonica Abdulabud, and the mutiny ended up in the mass execution or flight 
to the mountains of most of the insurgents. 

This paper will focus on some aspects of post-revolutionary reality and the Ottoman 
reinstatement agenda. An extensive registry recording the names and a rough calcula-
tion of the real estates of 733 dead or runaway rebels, along with other decrees issued 
by the sultan or the provincial authorities, and kept in the archives of the Islamic 
courts of Salonica and Karaferye, constitute the basis of our research. The paper elab-
orates statistically on the serial data contained in this ledger with a view to depicting 
the occupational, wealth and propriety profile of the mutineers. Moreover, it will at-
tempt to describe systematically the measures taken by the Ottomans after the sup-
pression of the insurgence so that peace in the countryside would be recovered and 
the local economy be revived. The flexible and pragmatic Ottoman strategies, despite 
the ongoing Greek war of independence, will be delineated, and the nature of this 
intriguing provincial uprising will be discussed in the context of the tumultuous first 
quarter of the Ottoman nineteenth century.
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Sota Naruji
Meiji University, Japan

Relief Funds (İâne) for the Refugee Settlement Policy in the 
Ottoman Empire, 1860-65: The Mechanism of Collection and 

Distribution by the Refugee Commission (Muhâcirîn Komisyonu)

The Crimean War (1853-56) marked an important turning point in the refugee ac-
ceptance of the Ottoman Empire. From Crimea and North Caucasus, a huge number 
of Muslim refugees immigrated into the Ottoman Empire after the Crimean War. 
To deal with the immigration problems, in 1860, Ottoman officials established a 
special organization, the Refugee Commission (Muhacirin Komisyonu, 1860-65) in 
Istanbul. Its functions were to control the settlement of refugees, relieve them from 
poverty, and aid them in living their own lives as Ottoman subjects. However, be-
cause of the debt crisis after the Crimean War, the government depended on Ottoman 
subjects’ relief funds (iâne) to settle refugees in Ottoman lands. Though historians 
have represented the importance of subjects’ refugee relief funds, it is not clear how 
Ottoman officials raised relief funds from subjects and distributed them.

This paper aims to illuminate the mechanism of collection and distribution of re-
lief funds for refugees. Especially, it focuses on the Refugee Commission in1860-65, 
and analyzes the role of the Ottoman media in the collection and distribution. It 
examines both official documents and Ottoman media, including the official paper 
Takvîm-i Vekāyi and newspaper Cerîde-i Havâdis, Rûznâme-i Cerîde-i Havâdis, Ter-
üman-ı Ahvâl and Tasvir-i Efkâr.

1. Collection: Relief funds from subjects were vital for and related to the refugee 
settlement policy. Through those newspapers and government orders, the Refugee 
Commission was likely to urge subjects to aid refugees “voluntarily.” Those news-
papers reported that the Commission was the center for collection, and in fact the 
Commission controlled relief funds from capital and provincial people. This relief 
funds are about 20 % of the income of the Commission. 2. Distribution: This relief 
funds were distributed for the refugees staying in the Istanbul and other port towns: 
Trabzon, Samsun, and Varna etc… Meanwhile those for the settlement refugees in 
the Anatolian and Balkan provinces were controlled by local administrations. The 
Commission obtained information about relief funds through official documents 
sent from local governments. In addition, the Commission’s purpose was not only to 
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urge subjects to aid refugees “voluntarily” but also to advertise the success of settling 
refugees and restore order through reports of subjects’ refugee relief activities. A main 
role of the Refugee Commission was the connection of the state to the society in 
order to relieve and settle the refugees.

Sena Hatip Dinçyürek
TED University, Turkey

Early Hamidian Istanbul: The Compulsory Hosting of the ‘93 
Refugees

Eight months after Sultan Abdülhamid II’s accession to the throne on April 24, 1877, 
Russia declared war on Ottoman Empire. Russian armies immediately marched to-
wards the heartlands of the empire, driving away thousands of Muslim refugees (‘93 
Harbi Muhacirleri) before them. The immediate consequence of the war turned into 
one of the greatest immigration waves of the 19th century. Most of those who could 
survive fled towards the Ottoman capital; soon, hundreds of thousands of people in 
dire circumstances accumulated in Istanbul. Unsurprisingly, refugees brought along 
major problems including shelter, nourishment, health and security. The city was 
caught unprepared; nevertheless, it became the compulsory host. This paper aims to 
focus at the Ottoman Capital at this exceptional and limited period of time (late 
1877 - early 1878) and will try to outline the general conditions in the city. It is well 
known that governmental buildings and great mosques were allocated to sheltering of 
the refugees. Official ventures were carried out for their relief, as well as some public 
voluntary initiatives, both by the locals and foreigners. Newcomers were generally tol-
erated and supported in accordance with the pious traditions; yet, there were cases at 
which the inhabitants were disturbed by them. Based on the contemporary accounts, 
this research aims to expose the instant alteration on the outlook of Istanbul by the 
arrival of the refugees as well as its reflection on the society. It tries to find answers 
to questions such as: What were the immediate precautions Hamidian government 
took to cope with the influx and to what extent did they reflect the general patterns of 
the Hamidian rule that was to continue more than thirty years? What measures were 
taken in terms of security, sanitary, housing and nourishment? What was the role of 
the relief organizations involved? The research is based on primary documents such 
as newspapers of the era, personal accounts and memoires of the contemporaries, the 
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Ottoman archival documents as well as the British archival sources. In the end, I aim 
to anatomize a subject that has so far been superficially touched upon and therefore 
to fulfill a gap in the literature on Hamidian Studies, Urban History of Istanbul as 
well as History of Migration.

Pınar Şenışık 
Doğuş University, Turkey

Occupational Structure and Material Culture of the Cretan 
Muslims in Rethymno in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth 

Centuries

During the nineteenth century, many Cretan Muslims emigrated from Crete to oth-
er regions in the Ottoman Empire. The largest Muslim migration occurred after the 
Cretan revolt of 1897 and continued during the autonomous administration and af-
ter the unification of Crete with Greece in 1913. Cretan Muslim migration from the 
countryside to the coastal cities of the island and to the mainland of the Ottoman 
Empire had significant consequences for the Muslim community’s size and socio-eco-
nomic outlook in Crete. As the Muslims were forced to abandon their villages, the 
Muslim rural population almost disappeared in the countryside. This paper examines 
the socio-economic lives of the Cretan Muslims of Rethymno who were forced to 
leave their homeland under the stipulations of the Lausanne Treaty which was signed 
between Greece and Turkey in 1923. By making use of the property liquidation doc-
uments (tasfiye talebnamesis) from the Ottoman and Republican archives, the paper 
focuses on Rethymno and investigates the occupational organizations of the Cretan 
Muslims, the immovable properties left behind in Rethymno, and the household 
goods of the Muslims in the early twentieth century. Most of our knowledge about 
the material culture and consumption patterns in the Ottoman Empire has come 
from the probate inventories (terekes) of the deceased. However, this paper is the first 
study which addresses the material culture of the Cretan Muslims by using the tasfiye 
talebnamesis. The basic questions to be asked in this paper are: what type of socio-eco-
nomic hierarchy existed within the Muslim community of Rethymno before the pop-
ulation exchange? How did the Cretan Muslims earn their livelihood and invest their 
money? How was wealth distributed among different professions in the rural and ur-
ban areas? How would we characterize the movable and immovable properties of the 
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Cretan Muslims as indicators of their life-styles? Thus, this paper aims to explore the 
wealth disparity between the occupations depending on the nature and place where 
the occupation is performed. Furthermore, by studying the material culture of the 
Cretan Muslims, the paper will provide the

wealth profile, urban and rural properties and household goods that Muslims held 
before the population exchange. 

Can Eyüp Çekiç
Nevşehir Hacı Bektaş Veli University, Turkey

Land Ownership in the Former Ottoman Territories in Greece

Under migration pressure and in order to solve the question of landless farmers, Veni-
zelos administration passed an Agrarian Reform in 1917. It also offered the govern-
ment the chance to secure its rights on the former Ottoman lands in Thessaly, as the 
successor of the Ottoman administration. The Ottoman Land Code of 1858 consid-
ered all çiftlik as freehold. Greek reform damaged property rights of the landowners 
in the former Ottoman territories. According to the new law, one-fifth of the çift-
liks shall be considered as national property. The law further provides that the Greek 
Government is authorized to expropriate çiftliks at their pre-WWI value. Lands of the 
Ottoman subjects absent from Greece were sequestered. 

This presentation introduces the case of the granddaughter of late Sadrazam Mustafa 
Naili Pasha, Fatma Melek, who claims to be Egyptian-British to avoid sequestration 
of her land in Balaftza, Salonica. Second, it exhibits the cases of Bizzo family and 
Olympia A. Abbott, British subjects who were authorized to own lands around Salo-
nica in return to the aid given by Britain to the Ottomans during the Crimean War. 
Third, it displays the case of Cauchis, a Maltese-British family, who states their land 
in Salonica is not agricultural land but a building site in order to become involved in 
rapidly growing real estate market. Fourth, it exposes the case of Hadjilazaro brothers, 
British subjects, whose lands around Larissa were expropriated. Lastly, the presenta-
tion shows the case of Baha Bey, whose property in Mytilene was sequestered.

Which legal procedures they followed to re-claim their lands? Depending on which 
legal-historical arguments, they defended their cases? How did the Greek authorities 
respond? Using archival documents, I aim to discuss the ways in which non-Ottoman 
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land owners in the former Ottoman territories tried to cope with the agrarian policies 
of the Greek Government. Furthermore, I aim to display the identity crisis, not only 
in terms of being Ottoman, non-Ottoman, British, Egyptian, Maltese subjects but 
also in terms of identity of the land itself and its ownership. Lastly, I am going to try 
to expose the vibrant land and real estate market and changing market values in and 
around Salonica, the city which became a pilot zone for land cooperatives following 
the 1917 Agrarian Reform and filled with refugee camps especially after the Greek 
campaign of Western Anatolia began.   

Ceren Uçan 
Dokuz Eyül University, Turkey

A Comparison of Ottoman Jihad Pamphlets and British 
Propaganda Pamphlets of the World War I

Shortly after the outbreak of World War I, the British government formed its institu-
tions necessary to create and disseminate propaganda materials at home and abroad. 
It published millions of copies of over a thousand different printed propaganda ma-
terials. On the other hand, the Ottoman Empire proclaimed jihad to mobilize the 
Muslims against the Allies which formed the focus of its propaganda pamphlets. The 
Ottoman Empire and the British Empire focused on certain themes in their propa-
ganda pamphlets in order to mobilize the population under their area of influence 
and legitimize their cause. The paper compares the themes in the jihad pamphlets 
with British propaganda pamphlets though a selection of war pamphlets. The parties 
used atrocity stories and presented women, children, men, and the enemy in their 
pamphlets in certain ways. Although contents of British pamphlets have been ana-
lyzed before, the contents of Ottoman pamphlets which were designed to mobilize 
the Muslim population in British colonies, dominions and states under British sphere 
of influence have been neglected in the literature. The only comprehensive source 
analyzing war propaganda in Turkish literature is Ottoman Propaganda and Turkish 
Identity: Literature in Turkey during World War I by Erol Köroğlu. A couple of com-
prehensive sources analyzing themes in the British pamphlets are British Propaganda 
during the First World War 1914-1918 by Michael Sanders and Philip M. Taylor and 
World War I and Propaganda edited by Troy R. E. Paddock. Furthermore, British 
propaganda pamphlets of World War I have not been compared with the Ottoman 
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jihad pamphlets. The paper will analyze the content of British pamphlets in a similar 
method to the sources provided above and apply the same paradigm on Ottoman 
pamphlets which has not been done before. The paper aims to contribute to the liter-
ature on World War I through a comparative study.

Hilal Livaoğlu Mengüç 
Istanbul University, Turkey

From “A Young Egyptian” to “Mustafa Kamil Paşa”: The Story of 
an Egyptian Patriot Through the Eyes of the Ottoman Sublime 

Porte

Mustafa Kamil (1874-1908), one of the most influential figures in Egyptian politics 
in transition from the 19th to the 20th century, was the charismatic leader of the po-
litical movement that led the most severe opposition against the British domination 
in Egypt. His articles which appear both in the Egyptian and the European press 
along with his prominent work “The Eastern Question” (al-Mas’alat al Šarqiyya) cre-
ated great debates on both sides. His anti-British discourse and activities were fol-
lowed cautiously by the Yıldız Palace in the beginning – his 1896 work al-Mas’alat 
al-Šarqiyya had been labeled as detrimental-, but later on his political thoughts have 
found support in Istanbul and he eventually honored by the same Palace with the 
titles “bey” around 1899 and “pasha” in 1904. 

In spite of the works which introduced Mustafa Kamil as an ardent Egyptian territo-
rial nationalist, when the records of the Sublime Porte and Yıldız Palace were exam-
ined, it becomes clear that especially in his last years he was perceived as a patriot who 
was idealizing an Egypt under Ottoman sovereignty. Following his early death, the 
Turkish press organs have published articles which depict Mustafa Kamil as a leader 
who tries to restore the Ottoman domination in Egypt by expelling the British. It was 
also alleged that Mustafa Kamil’s attempts in European states to achieve the Egyptian 
independence were also rejected on the ground that he was a Pan-Islamist and was in 
cooperation with the Sublime Porte.

This study aims at tracking Mustafa Kamil’s changing image in the Sublime Porte and 
Yıldız Palace by examining the documents related to Mustafa Kamil in the Ottoman 
Archives of the Turkish Prime Ministry; by analyzing the content of the Turkish jour-
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nal articles of the period and by asking three main questions: Was he, in the eyes of the 
Ottoman administrators, an Egyptian territorial nationalist or a patriot who believed 
in the Great Ottoman ideal or a Pan-Islamist  politician in line with Abdulhamid II’s 
policies? Was his political party’s (al-Ḥizb al-Waṭanī) motto “Egypt belongs to Egyp-
tians”, althought it primarily targets the British occupation, percieved as a threat to 
the Ottoman interests in Egypt ? How was his large network over Europe, especially 
his close ties with the French interpreted by the Ottoman administration?

Mahmoud Yazbak 
University of Haifa, Israel

Capital penetration into Palestine’s rural areas - The case of  (Yafa) 
Jaffa in the 1840s

 

The primary mechanism for the penetration of merchants’ capital into the hinterland 
of Jaffa (Palestine) was achieved through the salam (advance purchase contracts) of 
money lending system. It was through the salam contracts that much of agriculture 
surplus was appropriated by urban merchants from both individual peasants and 
whole villages. This paper investigates how the  salam  system worked, who used it, 
and how its use changed overtime. In fact, the salam contracts was one of the ways of 
contracting between farmers and merchants of the city, which facilitated urban capi-
tal penetration in rural areas and linked their economy with that of the merchants in 
coastal cities.

The expansion of commercial capital into the hinterland of Jaffa manifested itself af-
ter the Egyptian invasion of Palestine (1830-1840). The issues of peasant debt and 
socioeconomic differentiation, commercialization of land and its products and the 
emergence of large landowning families will be discussed in this paper.  My main 
source for exploring these issues is the sijill of the shari’a court of Jaffa, and some fa-
milial documents of merchants in Jaffa.
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Fatma Gül Karagöz 
Galatasaray University, Turkey

Problems of Honour and Property: How Did Kıbrıslı Mehmed 
Emin Paşa and His Crew Cope with Local Administrators in Niş in 

1860?

In the 19th century, Ottoman central government nominated various bureaucrats as 
inspectors. These people generally receive a budget and were accompanied by a group 
of official associates to make a survey in provinces. The aim of these quests could dif-
fer: In 1840, immediately after the declaration of Gülhane Hatt-ı Hümayunu, Ahmed 
Arif Hikmet Bey became the inspector of Rumeli in order to make a quest on the 
status of land. He also listened the problems of local people. The purpose of this 
inspection was to contribute to the re-organization process of local production by 
gathering information. After the promulgation of 1858 Land Code, these quests con-
tinued with similar concerns. One of these inspections was made by Kıbrıslı Mehmed 
Emin Paşa at Rumeli during 1860. The reports of this survey brought together in a 
register consist an important source about the land problems in Bulgaria and Serbia 
in the second half of the 19th-century. Moreover, this documentation could be used 
as a key to understand the relation between elite and non-elite members of Ottoman 
society and to comprehend the abuse of power by the people who occupied a higher 
place in the socio-economic hierarchy. This paper will be based on the legal analyse of 
the cases recorded in Emin Paşa’s survey about Niş. The agricultural problems in Niş 
had at least a 20 year of story which dated back to the period of turmoil in 1841. Like 
in 1841, most of the problems seen in 1860 were based on the rising tension between 
çiftlik owners and peasants-tenants. Moreover, the newly introduced land bureacra-
cy required a concrete registration and documentation of property and usufruct 
rights. The issue of modern tapu became a source of bribery collection for the group 
of kocabaşi. The usurpation of rights could go in both ways: such as the examples of 
peasants could deny their legal ties with çiftlik owners, or the peasants who felt the 
necessity to solidify their accusation of confiscated land with abduction of women. 
By using the complementary documentation such as the decrees in the Ottoman ar-
chive concerning Niş çiftliks, the stories told in Emin Paşa’s survey will be completed 
and the problems of this transformation period which were caused by the conflict 
between the new bureaucracy and the remnants of old system will be analysed.
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Panel

Searching for Privileges in the Ottoman Greek Lands: local 
historiographies and historical realities

Chair/Discussant: Elias Kolovos, University of Crete, Greece

During the Ottoman conquest of the Balkans and the Greek Lands, the Ottomans 
granted special statuses in many groups of people, both Muslim and Christian, who 
provided services to the state.In return, the latter were exempted from the extraordi-
nary taxes. These groups included militia (voynuk), passage guards (derbendçis), or 
seashore watchers, bridge and road repairers, but also falconers, mare, buffalo, and 
camel breeders, miners and salt producers. After the end of the Ottoman rule, the lo-
cal historiographies of the Balkans have interpreted in many different cases these spe-
cial statuses as political privileges leading to local autonomies under the Ottomans. In 
our panel, we seek to investigate the local historiographies of the Greek lands, through 
particular case-studies, in order to demystify the historical realities from the invented 
traditions, and to contextualize these “autonomies” in a premodern Ottoman setting. 
We will start with the north, Epirus, and the mountainous area of the Zagori, where 
the local historiographies have made use of the voynuks in order to claim local auton-
omy for their group of villages; from the mountains of Epirus, we will sail to the Do-
decanese islands, in the Aegean, where the local historiographies have insisted upon 
their privileged status under the Ottomans as islands; finally, we will examine the case 
of the Mani, to the extreme south of the Greek peninsula, in the Morea, an area which 
supposedly “the Turks never set foot”, through the account of the famous Ottoman 
traveler Evliya Çelebi, who joined a difficult Ottoman campaign against the Maniates 
in 1670 and contributed – albeit with great precautions and fear – to the registration 
of Mani in an Ottoman survey register (tahrir defteri).  
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1. Faidon Moudopoulos-Athanasiou
University of Sheffield, UK

From Voinikion to Voynuks and beyond: reconciling the Zagori 
ethnolocal narrative with Ottoman historiography

Most of the published information regarding the Ottoman history of the mountain-
ous region of Zagori (NW Greece) is the product of 19th century historiography and 
folkloric studies. Even in recent research, attempts to reconstruct the earlier Ottoman 
centuries (15th–17th c) are largely based on these accounts, or they attempt to com-
ment on their accuracy (Delilbaşı 2014). Nevertheless, Zagori as is depicted for the 
first time as a concise entity in the infamous Rigas’ chart (1797), a couple of centuries 
after the supposed origin of the Zagorisian collective identity: that of a semi-auton-
omous Greek speaking koine in the midst of an Ottoman sea. This contribution in-
vestigates the local narrative concerning the ‘extraordinary privileges’ of Zagori in the 
light of the wider context of contemporary Ottoman historiographic trends. New 
information is presented, offering another approach to a narrative that has been used 
as a superstructure in order to interpret the flourishing culture of Zagori during the 
later Ottoman centuries. 

2. Efthymios Machairas
University of Crete, Greece

When Standard Practice Becomes Extraordinary: Assessing the Tax 
Privileges of the Dodecanese Islands

Local Dodecanese Historiography is enamored with the acts of protest carried out 
by the denizens of the islands against the population censuses and the impending 
normalizations in taxation and governance norms that were to be implemented in the 
Late Tanzimat Era and the early 20th century. The dominant narrative focuses around 
the struggle of the islanders in their effort to conserve their so called “privileges”. This 
contribution evaluates comparatively the prevailing fiscal and gubernatorial practices 
in the Ottoman Empire with a mind towards juxtaposing them to the systems prev-
alent in the Dodecanese. In this manner it will be illustrated that the “Dodecanesian 
privileges” can in most cases be understood as common practice within the context 
of Ottoman expansion and incorporation policies.  Moreover it will be shown that 
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the discussion over the special status of these islands arose through specific historical 
circumstances that mandated the conversion of the ordinary into extraordinary as the 
commons and traditions of local communities were being challenged by the increas-
ingly centralizing Ottoman State. 

3. Elias Kolovos
University of Crete, Greece

How Evliya Çelebi Set Foot on the Mani Peninsula, Where “the 
Turks  Never Set Foot”, and Left in a Hurry... Local Autonomy and 

the Limits of Ottoman Imperial Administration

The Mani Peninsula is a narrow stretch of land that extends due south from the Pelo-
ponnese into the Mediterranean Sea. According to the popular historical narrative, 
Mani is one of the few places in Greece that successfully maintained its autonomy 
from the Ottoman Empire throughout its rule over the Peloponnese (1463-1685 and 
1715-1821). This idea is deeply embedded within the modern culture of the region: 
the Maniates’ heroic resistance is replayed in annual historical reenactments, codified 
in the region’s flag and motto, and celebrated every year on March 17 – one week 
before the official Greek Independence Day. Travelers who visited the region in the 
18th and 19th centuries popularized the notion of Maniot independence among an 
international audience, and this reading is still the dominant story that is told about 
the region today. In this paper, we will follow the famous Ottoman traveler, Evliya 
Çelebi, who joined a difficult Ottoman campaign against the Maniates in 1670 and 
contributed – albeit with great precautions and fear – to the registration of Mani in 
an Ottoman survey register (tahrir defteri).  Based on his account, and a study of sev-
eral tahrir defterleri in which the villages of Mani are recorded, we will make an effort 
to understand the limits of the imperial Ottoman administration through the popu-
lar tradition of local autonomy, actually corroborated by the account of Evliya Çelebi.
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Eunjeog Yi
Seoul National University, Republic of Korea

Floating Definitions of Seventeenth-Century Istanbul Mahalles 
and Their Implications for Interreligious Relations

Although we tend to expect that a lot more is known about Istanbul than about many 
other smaller cities, it is not always the case, especially when it comes to mahalles. 
Often we do not know about their internal structures nor the changes they went 
through. Going over various lists of mahalles taken from vakıf tahrir registers of 1546 
and 1600 and an avariz register of 1044/1634-35, that respectively register 219, 226, 
and 292 mahalles, and noting that only about a half of the mahalle names that feature 
in the vakıf tahrir also appear in the avariz register, one gets to wonder if mahalles 
were differently defined depending on contexts. This question becomes even more 
weighty when confronted with mahalle counts that go beyond 10,000, such as given 
by Zekeriyya Efendi (3973 Muslim mahalles, 4585 Christian and 2585 Jewish) in 
the late sixteenth century and Evliya Çelebi in the first half of the seventeenth (9973 
Muslim, 354 Greek, 257 Jewish, 27 Armenian, and 17 Frankish mahalles). 

Meanwhile, court records of Istanbul tend to show us only Muslim mahalles in which 
non-Muslims often could and did reside as well. My previous research indicates that 
in the 1610s mahalles had rather unclear boundaries and were managed not so sys-
tematically. At least some of them lacked strong leadership structure or means of con-
trol such as night guards (gece bekçileri) until the early 1660s. 

With such inconsistent and incomplete information, this paper will grapple to fath-
om the complex puzzle of interreligious cohabitation in and around mahalles at a 
time when both Muslims and non-Muslims immigrated on a large scale. It will ask 
what a mahalle was, or what it could be in different contexts; what were the efforts to 
make the mahalles more defendable and what can be understood from them; in what 
different ways Muslims and non-Muslims interacted in differently situated mahalles, 
etc. I plan to look more closely into a few noteworthy cases among mahalles where 
there were conflicts between religious communities and those in which rather peace-
able/stable relationship seems to have formed. My main sources will be Istanbul main 
court’s sicill registers, vols. 1-11 (covering 1610s and 1660s), two published volumes 
of court records from the main court of Istanbul (of the 1660s) and three of Istanbul 
Bab court (covering the late seventeenth century).
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Rossitsa Gradeva
American University of Bulgaria, Bulgaria

Muslims, Christians and Jews in an Ottoman City: Sofia, 16th-18th 
Centuries

During the Ottoman rule the texture of the residential structure of Sofia changed 
dramatically. In the 16th century it had already diverse population including Muslims, 
Orthodox Christians, Jews, Armenians, and Muslims were the largest group of Sofia’s 
citizens.  While in the first two centuries the centre of the town was inhabited mainly 
by Christians, at the end of the Ottoman period, these neighbourhoods were already 
largely Jewish, though Muslims and Christians could also be seen there. Churches 
were converted into mosques and others --destroyed, but those still open to the Or-
thodox Christian flock remained in the ‘old city’,   newly built mosques were mainly 
in the periphery of the central parts, serving as centres of new neighbourhoods; syn-
agogues and new churches opened in the central parts, meeting the needs of new 
communities ( Jews, Catholics and Armenians) that settled in Sofia in the Ottoman 
times. In this period the town indeed can be seen both as an average Ottoman Balkan 
urban settlement but was also the seat of the Rumeli governor and hence the object of 
more focused (state) policies.

Stepping on existing literature on the mahalle and varoş in early modern Ottoman 
towns and about Sofia in particular this paper will explore and trace the interaction 
of the three religious communities within the town on the level of mahalle during a 
period of around two centuries, from late 16th until the end of 18th century. The aim 
is not just to establish the inner dynamic of Sofian population and the factors that 
influenced the inner structure of the town on mahalle level, including warfare and 
violence as well as conscious policies. Finally, the paper will contribute to the debate 
on the nature of the mahalle as a residential and tax unit.

The paper is based on analysis of the documents contained in extant kadi sicills, in the 
first place transactions of houses, plots and workshops that reveal the actual popula-
tion of a given neighbourhood as well as tax registers for the local expenses. It steps 
also on tapu tahrir registers from the 16th century as well as single documents, church 
and municipal codices (from end of 18th and early 19th centuries), relevant documents 
in the mühimme, şikâyet and ahkam defters from the period in question.
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Avni Değirmenci
Koç University, Turkey

Faith, Fire, and Real Estate in Seventeenth Century Istanbul:

Evaluating Ottoman Court Records in Islamizing Christian and Jewish 
Property Following the Great Fire of 1660

On a hot summer’s day on 24 July 1660, a boundless fire rapidly spread throughout Is-
tanbul’s historic peninsula. The conflagration is a remarkable event in both Ottoman 
and urban history for how it transformed the city’s demographics and its architec-
tural backdrop. An in-depth analysis of seventeenth-century Ottoman court records 
reveals an aggressive form of early-modern eminent domain, undertaken no less in 
the midst of relgious revivalism that expedited the clearing of the histoic peninsula’s 
non-Muslim population, particularly Jews, along with their public and private spaces. 

Ayşe Nükhet Adıyeke 
Mersin University, Turkey

Osmanlı Mali Dengesi ve Hazineye Sağlanan Gelirler Açısından 
Girit’te Tımarların Mukataaya Dönüşmesi

Girit adası, Osmanlı topraklarına 17. yüzyılın ortasında katıldı. Bu dönem Osmanlı 
sisteminde dönüşümlerin yaşandığı, başta tımar sistemi olmak üzere geleneksel ku-
rumların önemli değişimlere uğradığı bir dönem olmuştur. Bu çerçevede Girit’te Os-
manlı klasik kurumları kısmen uygulanmaya çalışılmış ancak temel kurumlardaki bu 
dönüşüm Girit’teki uygulamaları da etkilemiştir. Girit Adası’nda üç kez tapu tahrir 
yazımları yapılmıştır. Bu üç tahrirde de kademe kademe gerek tımar sisteminde ge-
rekse arazinin tanımlanmasında değişim izlenebilmektedir. 

Girit Adası’nda ilk tahrir henüz Kandiye’nin fethi tamamlanmadan 1650 yılında 
gerçekleştirildi. Osmanlı klasik tahrir geleneğini aynen yansıtan bu tahrirde eyaletteki 
padişah ve beylerbeyi hasları, vakıf ve mülk araziler, son olarak da eyaletteki zeamet 
sahipleri ve sipahilerin tımarları kaydedildi. Ayrıca bu sayımda Venedik mirası olarak 
özel mülkiyetin varlığı kabul edildi ve toprak öşrî olarak tanımlandı. 
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1650 yılında yapılan düzenlemeler, Girit’te tımar sisteminin tüm unsurlarıyla birlik-
te merkezi yönetim tarafından uygulanacağı hissini uyandırmaktadır. Ancak Resmo 
sicillerinden elde edilen bulgular 1651 yılından itibaren toprak rejiminin ada halkı 
tarafından ciddi bir dirençle karşılandığını göstermektedir. 1650 düzenlemeleri henüz 
savaşın devam ettiği bir coğrafyada geçici bir düzenleme olmuştur. Girit, tamamen 
Osmanlı yönetimine girince, 1670 yılında adada yeni bir tahrir yapılmış ve oldukça 
farklı tımar ve vergi düzenlemeleri hayata geçirilmiştir. 1670 düzenlemeleri ile sipahi 
tımarı sistemi terk edilerek, adadaki bütün zeamet ve tımarlar Kandiye, Hanya, Res-
mo, Kisamo ve Yerapetra kalelerine muhafız tayin edilmiş komutanlara tahsis edilm-
iştir. Ayrıca 1670 sayımlarında adanın tamamı haracî arazi olarak tanımlanmıştır.

Adanın fethini takiben 30-35 yıl boyunca mukataalar, tedrici bir gelişme içinde 
tımarların aleyhine olarak genişlemiştir. Nihayet 1705 yılında gerçekleşen üçüncü 
tahrirle bu genişleme, zeametlerin bir kısmını koruyup, tımarların tümüyle havass-ı 
hümayuna katılarak mukataalaşması ile son bulmuştur. 1705 sayımlarında çok sayıda 
köy “cedid hass-ı hümayun” olarak vurgulanmıştır. Bu köyler önceki sayımlarda tımar 
ve zeamet köyleri olup bu şekilde gelirleri doğrudan hazineye aktarılmış, merkezi haz-
inenin nakit ihtiyacı doğrudan sağlanmıştır. Tımar sistemi ve ona bağlı olarak yapılan 
tahrirler, hazineye ait gelirleri belirleme amacına sıkı sıkıya bağlıdır. Dolayısıyla tımar 
sistemi, devletin mali dengesini bozduğu zaman kolayca feda edilerek terk edilmiştir. 

Çalışmamızda tımarların mukataalara evrildiği bu süreci, merkezi hazineye sağlanan 
gelir açısından da görmek amacıyla tahrir defterlerinden maliye kayıtlarından ve Girit 
şeriye sicillerinden inceleyeceğiz.

Nuri Adıyeke 
Dokuz Eylül University, Turkey

17. ve 18. Yüzyıllarda Girit’te Çift Başlı Mülkiyet Sistemi

Girit, Osmanlı topraklarına klasik tımar ve toprak sisteminin değişmeye başladığı bir 
dönemde katıldı. Yeni alınan bölgede, geleneksel bir tavır olarak, eski toprak sistem-
inin uzantıları hayat buldu. Bunların en önemlisi de reayaya tarım arazilerinin özel 
mülk olarak bırakılması olmuştur. Kadı sicillerinde çok sayıda, Venedik döneminde 
atasından miras kalan tarla reayaca tescil ettirilmiştir.
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Adada 1650, 1670 ve 1705 yılında 3 kez tahrir yapılmıştır. 1650 yılındaki geçici si-
stemin sonrasında adadaki bütün topraklar haracî kabul edilmiş, Müslüman veya 
gayrı Müslim reayanın özel toprakları kendilerine tapulandırılmıştır. Öte yandan aynı 
topraklar, tımar, vakıf ve temlik olarak da düzenlenmiştir. Bu düzenleme ile toprağın 
iki ayrı sahibi ortaya çıkmıştır. Tasarruf sahibi olan reaya bir mülkiyet hakkı kazanmış, 
toprağın gelirlerini alan tımar, vakıf ve temlik kurumları ikinci bir mülkiyet hakkına 
sahip olmuştur. Bu durum, özellikle temlik ve vakıf topraklarında çok önemli hukuk-
sal problemler yaratmıştır.

Bildirimizde bu süreç, tapu tahrir defterleri ve Cumhur Başkanlığı Osmanlı arşiv-
leri belgelerinden izlenecektir. Konu ile ilgili bir başka önemli kaynak da Türkiye ve 
Yunanistan’da bulunan Girit kadı sicilleridir. 

Fahd Kasumović 
University of Sarajevo

Transformation Processes in the Periphery of the World of Islam: 
Economic Crisis and Tax Exemption Policy in Ottoman Bosnia,  c. 

1688-1172

Historiographic developments in the field of Ottoman studies from the 1990s on-
wards have seen a significant rise in scholarly attempts of researching and understand-
ing the transformation processes in the Ottoman Empire, which ultimately led many 
authors to reinterpret the 17th and 18th centuries in history of this major Islamic state 
as an age of crisis and changes instead of merely reproducing the traditional narrative 
on the long Ottoman decline. However, most of the attention have been paid to the 
central finances and crisis and changes in various inner provinces of the Empire, while 
the situation in frontier regions, including the eyalet of Bosnia, have largely been un-
derstudied. Although some historians laid down a claim that Ottoman central gov-
ernment followed special policies and strategies towards frontier regions, recognizing 
the difficulties of living in a frontier zone between the world of Islam and Christen-
dom, when it came to providing evidence for these assertions, they have shown too 
little archival evidence, and too much of unsupported generalisations. As a result of 
such state of the art, the scope of economic transformation and its social consequenc-
es in the frontier provinces, in comparison with the inner regions, as well as the full 
extent of political flexibility of the central government, are not very well known and 
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understood. In this paper, the author argues that Ottoman official data on financial 
crisis and changes in the border province of Bosnia, at the end of the 17th and the 
beginning of the 18th centuries, might help us to better evaluate the complexity of Ot-
toman financial transformation and its connection with the crisis that swept over the 
Empire, as well as to better understand Ottoman political pragmatism and flexibility 
in financial policy towards the frontier regions. In order to support the mentioned 
thesis, this paper will analyse the unknown details on collection of a major extraordi-
nary tax of the 17th century, the bedel-i nüzûl, as well as the proces of fully and perma-
nently exempting the entire population of  Bosnia, in 1702, in the midst of a severe 
political and economic crisis that shook the Ottoman Empire during that period.

Hatice Gökçen Özkaya 
Süleyman Demirel University, Turkey

Kadı Sicillerinden 17. Yüzyıl İstanbul’unun Barınma Koşullarına 
Bakmak

17. yüzyıl, modernlikle birlikte gündeme gelecek olan değişim ve dönüşümlerin yeni 
yeni başladığı ancak henüz hız kazanmadığı bir dönemdir, dolayısıyla modernleşme 
bağlamında önemli bir eşik oluşturmaktadır. Bildiri de, böyle bir dönemde Sur içi 
İstanbul bölgesindeki barınma koşullarının yüzyıl içindeki seyri hakkında fikir yürüt-
meyi hedeflemektedir ve bu hedefe Osmanlı yazılı kaynaklarından Kadı Sicilleri’nde-
ki davalara konu olan evler üzerinden ulaşmaya çalışılacaktır. Bugüne kadar tarih, 
hukuk, iktisat gibi alanlardaki pek çok araştırmacı tarafından kullanılmış olan Kadı 
Sicilleri, barınma tarihi üzerine yapılan araştırmalar için son yıllarda giderek artan 
oranda kullanılan yazılı kaynaklar arasındadır. Nitekim bu bildiri de, Osmanlı barın-
ma tarihi alanında yazarın yürütücüsü olduğu ve TÜBİTAK tarafından desteklener-
ek 2018 yılında tamamlanmış bir projenin çıktısıdır. 

Başkent İstanbul’da, pek çok kenttekine oranla, daha dikkatli korunmuş ve günümüze 
ulaşabilmiş çok sayıda Kadı sicili bulunmaktadır. Bildiride 17. yüzyılı belli aralıklar-
la gözlemlemek, dört ayrı dönem halinde karşılaştırmalı olarak incelemek için kul-
lanılan siciller şunlardır: 1610’lu yıllardan İstanbul 3 ve Rumeli 35 no’lu siciller, 
1640’lı yıllardan İstanbul (TSMA) 213 ve Rumeli 80 no’lu siciller, 1660’lı yıllardan 
İstanbul (TSMA) 225, Rumeli 116 ve Bab 3 no’lu siciller, 1680’li yıllardan İstanbul 
(TSMA) 246, Rumeli 139 ve Bab 46 no’lu siciller. Başkentte (ve imparatorluğun bazı 
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büyük kentlerinde) kadı ve kâtipler çoğunlukla (diğer kentlere oranla) sözkonusu 
sicillere konu olmuş davalarda evlere ilişkin önemli ayrıntılara yer vermişlerdir ki, bu 
ayrıntılar üzerinden yapılacak analizlerle ve dönemler arası karşılaştırmalarla yüzyıl 
boyunca kentteki barınma koşulları hakkında fikir yürütmek mümkündür. 

Kadı Sicilleri’nde evlerle ilgili açılan dava kayıtlarındaki ayrıntılar ve bu ayrıntıların 
barınma koşulları üzerine düşünmek için nasıl bir bilgiye dönüştürüleceğinden de 
bahsetmek gerekir. Dava kayıtlarında evlerin kent içi konumları, satış fiyatları, kira 
değerleri, sahipleri/sakinleri ve mekan tarifleri gibi pek çok konuda veriye ulaşılmak-
tadır. Seçilen sicillerde kayda geçen evlere ilişkin bu verilerden satış fiyatları üzerinden 
karşılaştırmalar yapılacak ve satış fiyatlarını etkileyen faktörler tartışmaya açılacaktır. 
Bu bağlamda evler arasındaki mülk sahipleri ve mekanları arasındaki farklılaşmalar 
değerlendirilecek ve satış fiyatları üzerinden yapılan kantitatif analizlerle desteklener-
ek kentteki barınma koşullarına dair çıkarımlar yapılacaktır. Yüzyıl içinde incelenen 
dört dönemde evlerin satış fiyatlarındaki değişimler de dikkate alınarak, evlerin kent 
içinde nasıl dağılım gösterdiği de incelenecek, satış fiyatları ve diğer verilerle birlikte 
dönemler arasındaki farklılıklar yorumlanacaktır.
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Panel

Ottoman Studies from Global and Comparative Perspectives

Organizer: Fariba Zarinebaf, University of California at Riverside, USA

Chair: Linda Darling, The University of Arizona, USA

Discussant: Suraiya Faroqhi, Ibn Haldun University, Turkey

1. Claudia Römer
Vienna University, Austria

On some problems of 18th-19thcentury Habsburg Shipping Trade 
at Sea and on the Danube as Reflected in 19th-century Copies of 

Archival Material

The former library of the K.K. Akademie Orientalischer Sprachen in Vienna contains 
a series of fifteen students’ exercise books dating from the 19th century. These exercise 
books are kept as part of a separate collection of books from the Academy at the 
Oriental Institute of the University of Vienna. According to the level of their linguis-
tic and palaeographic abilities, the students had to collect, copy and translate either 
longer and complicated Ottoman texts or they had just to copy and translate a certain 
number of single Ottoman documents. Their sources most likely were original archi-
val materials or Mühimme Defterleri or İnşa books extant in a large collection at the 
Academy. Much of these texts, both the rest of the exercise books themselves as well 
as the original documents, but less so the İnşa books seem to have been lost sometime 
after the First World War.

A series of single entries on Austrian merchant ships or ships flying the Austrian flag 
in the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, and on the Danube are dispersed all over the 
different exercise books. They were copied in Arabic characters by different students 
at different times and subsequently translated into German, French, Italian, or Latin. 
The aim of this paper is to discuss the problems concerning the merchants and their 
ships, the goods they transported (if mentioned), the levy of too high an amount of 
customs, and especially pirate attacks. A recurring subject of this group of archival 
material is the fact that the problems partly result from actions prohibited by the 
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clauses of the 1718 Treaty of Passarowitz. The documents will be discussed on the 
background of secondary literature concerning the question of piracy and trade in 
the Mediterranean, e.g. Panzac 1999, White 2017, Zarinebaf 2018, and, to a lesser 
degree, Graf 2017.

2. Christine Isom-Verhaaren 
Brigham Young University, USA

The Ottoman Navy in its Biographical and Global Perspective

Ottoman naval power is a neglected field of Ottoman history, which is surpris-
ing since Istanbul, the capital of the empire after 1453, could only survive as it was 
protected by sea and prospered as a trading hub for Mediterranean and Black sea 
commerce through the straits, which it controlled. Crucial to the development of 
Ottoman naval power were the personnel who manned the fleet on all levels from 
oarsmen to admirals. Since these men were embedded in networks of patronage, this 
impacted who was chosen for positions, especially the higher leadership roles. While 
technology has been a focus for much Ottoman naval history, more basic questions 
revolve around who was chosen for leadership positions, because these men made de-
cisions about what kinds of ships to build and whether to fight in a given battle or not, 
based on their naval expertise or lack thereof. Tracing individuals in Ottoman sourc-
es, especially documents, is difficult but doing so is vital to understanding their place 
in patronage networks as well as participation in naval campaigns. Using Ottoman 
sources, narrative and documents, is essential, because much of the scholarship on 
Ottoman sea-power is heavily influenced by reliance on European sources, whose bi-
ases impact our understanding of issues of expertise and patronage. As naval warfare, 
whether major battles or protection of commerce, involved contact with other naval 
actors, naval history must also be placed in the larger geopolitical context. Ottoman 
naval opponents, principally in the Mediterranean, varied due to the relative naval 
penetration of various states into this sea, which evolved over time.
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3. Vjeran Kursar
University of Zagreb, Croatia

Ottoman documents and Bosnian Franciscans: Notes on Ottoman 
Documents in the Archives of Franciscan Monasteries in Bosnia

The three oldest Franciscan monasteries in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Fojnica, Kraljeva 
Sutjeska, and Kreševo are home to rich collections of Ottoman documents covering 
the period between the 15th to the 19th century. This paper will attempt to show 
how the “Acta turcica” collections came into being in the first part, while the pres-
ent-day state of the archives and monastery archival policy will be analyzed in the 
second part of the discussion. 

While the Franciscan accumulation of Ottoman documents was certainly stimulated 
by the post-Tridentine Catholic Church directives concerning preservation of docu-
ments in general and introduction of parish censuses, reports, etc., it seems that the 
friars’ practice of preserving the Ottoman documents predated the Church Council 
of Trent (1545-63). The Franciscan appreciation of the Ottoman documents must 
have been stemming from the understanding of the Ottoman legal and administrative 
system and court procedure. This is further illustrated by the Franciscan authors in 
monastery chronicles, which sometimes include Ottoman documents in translation. 
The best example of the “Ottoman document fetishism” is Franciscan reverence of 
ahdname of the sultan Mehmed II as the founding chapter of Ottoman Bosnian Ca-
tholicism (ca. 1463), which is preserved in numerous copies in almost all Franciscan 
monasteries around Bosnia and Herzegovina and neighboring Dalmatia. 

Until recently the “Turcica” collections seemed to be forgotten and neglected by Ot-
tomanists. The endeavor of new generation combined with digitalization possibilities 
started to change that impression. The first selection of documents from the mon-
astery of Fojnica was recently published, while a similar project is under way for the 
monastery of Livno. Together with the opening of Franciscan archives to the pub-
lic, however, questions of who will have the access and under which terms, and who 
will not, started to be raised. Unfortunately, an open and equal access archival policy 
seems to be out of the question for the moment, while decisions concerning the use of 
archival material are made behind the scenes.
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4. Linda Darling 
University of Arizona, USA

Provincial History, Imperial History, Global History: The Case of 
Syria

The Ottoman conquest of new provinces is seen primarily as a gauge of the empire’s 
strength and vitality.  Or, from the provincial point of view, as the imposition of 
foreign tyranny.  The effects of conquest are examined on the scale of the modern 
nation-state.  What if we pull back and look at what happened to the province in 
terms of its place on the globe, its connections with neighboring and distant places, 
and how its incorporation into the empire reconfigured the whole region in terms of 
power relations, commercial opportunities, cultural connections, travel possibilities, 
exchange of wealth, new identities, the impact of the province on the empire, and 
what belonging to the empire meant to the province?  This is happening in the case of 
Syria, conquered in 1516, and I will discuss how the historiography is changing, what 
new questions are beginning to be asked, and how they might be answered.
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Kornelija Jurin Starčević
University of Zagreb, Croatia

Land Possesions and Settlements on the Edge of the Empire: 
Nâhiye-i Kal’a-i Udbina

The purpose of this paper is to reconstruct landholding structure and settlements of 
the nâhiye of Udbina fortress. It was a nâhiye located on the very edge of the Otto-
man Empire towards the Habsburg Monarchy and the Venetian Republic where spe-
cific land property and agrarian relations existed and where the goverment pursued a 
policy of colonization to strenghten the offensive and defensive potential of the area. 
Based on insights from Ottoman tax registers and other available sources, the paper 
discusses the issues of property relations, tax system, settlements and populations in 
order to contribute to a better knowledge  of the economic and demographic history 
of the border areas of the Ottoman Empire in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Anđelko Vlašić 
J. J. Strossmayer University of Osijek, Croatia

The Role of Derbentçis and Köprücüs in Ottoman Slavonia in the 
16th and 17th Centuries

Derbentçis and köprücüs were generally assigned by Ottoman authorities with the 
task of guarding important or dangerous mountain passes and guarding and repair-
ing bridges in exchange for a certain amount of tax exemption. Ottoman authorities 
organized the derbentçi and köprücü institutions in almost all sancaks of the Empire; 
however, certain regions contained a more than average number of derbentçis and 
köprücüs. Such is the case of the territory of the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century 
Ottoman Slavonia, i.e., its three Ottoman sancaks: Sancak of Požega (Pojega), Sancak 
of Pakrac (Pakraç, Bakriç, Zaçasna, or Çernik) and the western part of the Sancak of 
Srijem (Sirem), which were rather dangerous territories due to hayduks and bandits 
residing throughout the region’s dense forests. The number of derbentçis and köprücüs 
in Slavonia increased heavily during Ottoman rule, especially in its initial period: Ot-
toman sources indicate that more than a third of the population of the Sancak of 
Požega had a special status, here including derbentçis and köprücüs. These institutions 
highly influenced the life of a huge portion of the population of Ottoman Slavonia. 
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Furthermore, Slavonia is a region with no high mountains but a large number of rivers 
surrounded by forested areas and marshes, thus derbentçis and köprücüs usually lived 
in settlements around impervious forests and marshes and guarded important roads 
and bridges. The aim of this paper is to describe and analyze the role of derbentçis 
and köprücüs in Ottoman Slavonia, and to provide new insights into these two Otto-
man institutions in this specific region. The paper will be based on published and un-
published Ottoman tax surveys for the three mentioned sancaks and on the relevant 
Mühimme registers for the mentioned region and period.

Okan Büyüktapu 
University of Zagreb, Croatia

Sanjak of Zaçasna

Following the Hungarians’ decisive defeat in the Battle of Mohács in 1526, the Ot-
toman Empire intensified its westward expansion without facing any formidable re-
sistance until the end of the 16th century. Contrary to Hungary, which was mostly 
captured as a consequence of the imperial campaigns, the Ottoman conquest of Cro-
atian lands was largely planned and executed by local forces from the sanjak of Bosnia 
and, to a lesser extent, from the sanjak of Smederevo. The Ottomans conquered the 
eastern interfluve of the Drava and Sava, which now bears the provincial name of 
Slavonia, during the 1540s and 1550s, and kept this area up until the last quarter of 
the 17th century. Due to its location and geostrategic importance, the Ottoman part 
of Slavonia was organized as a frontier, which in Ottoman sources is often referred to 
as the farthermost borderland, i.e., intiha-i serhad.

The sanjak of Zaçasna was founded on April 12, 1556, in the area of southwestern 
Slavonia and Posavina. The first center of the sanjak was the town of Čazma, but 
since the Croatian and Habsburg resistance made the area unstable, the center was 
transferred first to the town of Pakrac, and later moved again, to further west, to the 
town of Cernik. With every transfer of the seat of the sanjakbey, the name of the 
sanjak changed in Ottoman official documents from Zaçasna to Bakriç and Bakriç 
to Çernik.

Due to the nature of the archival sources, it is difficult to determine the size and char-
acteristics of the population of this sanjak during the Ottoman rule, but from the 
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detailed surveys we can conclude that most of its Muslim majority lived in towns. 
The Ottoman rule in the sanjak mainly relied on the Vlach population that migrated 
there from Bosnia and the Dalmatian hinterland.

According to detailed surveys, we can say that the Sanjak of Zaçasna’s economy was 
based on agriculture, livestock, beekeeping, a small amount of fishing, and a consid-
erable amount of cross-border looting activities. Sanjak’s economy was poorly devel-
oped because of constant warring activities on the border and Croatian/Habsburg 
raids that impeded normal civilian life. The sanjak of Zaçasna did not have a highly 
developed trade. This was mostly influenced by war insecurity and the proximity of 
the troubled border, so that wartime economic activities were more profitable for the 
local Ottoman population.

The expected scientific contribution of the proposed paper will be to provide a com-
prehensive approach to the history of the Sanjak of Zaçasna, one of the least studied 
Ottoman administrative units among all the other sanjaks that were part of the Bos-
nian Eyalet, on the basis of archival documents.

Gül Kale 
Carleton University, Canada

Search for Precision in the 17th century: Mathematical 
Competence of Ottoman Scholars and Architects

This paper will examine the 17th century court records that include detailed survey 
of repairs to maintain buildings, which belonged to charitable foundations. It will 
argue that 17th century witnessed a preoccupation with precision in measures related 
to the built environment. The detailed calculations and established terms reflect a 
search for mathematical and terminological accuracy in state affairs to augment social 
order in the cities. Moreover, the concern with standards in measures can be traced 
through law codes and architectural texts that define the dimensions and values of 
areas in a hierarchical order such as the highest, middle, and lowest. Hence, various 
types of measures and units cannot be detached from economic and socio-cultural 
history. Against this backdrop, this paper will explore the mathematical competence 
of scholars and architects, who collaborated during the mensuration of buildings or 
surveying of areas. The increased exchange between these groups had an impact on 
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the production of knowledge related to the built environment at a time when its dec-
adence required major renovation attempts. Finally, this examination will allow for 
a better understanding of the historical and scientific roots of the geometrization of 
human experience and lived space in the following periods, triggered by a search for 
efficiency and control in urban realms. The paper will show that the capability to fix 
measures, as architects and scholars became more conversant with calculations and 
mathematics, transformed how people viewed the built and natural worlds.

Vincent Thérouin
Sorbonne University, France

The Road in Ottoman Bosnia (15th-17th Centuries):

Material Approach on a Road System during the Ottoman Period

It is a fact that the road network plays a structuring role in territory and population 
organization, as it has been widely demonstrated in different Ottoman and non-Ot-
toman late medieval and early modern contexts. As part of the space gradually inte-
grated into what would become the Sancak of Bosnia, the road network, in its late 
medieval and then Ottoman form, was involved in the penetration of troops, was 
linked to the foundation of settlements and became a tool for managing the flow of 
people and goods. The mountain environment in which this network developed gives 
it an undeniable importance. However, in general, the study of the Bosnian sancak 
road system suffers from a strong historiographical segmentation between the medie-
val and Ottoman periods as well as from a weak dialogue between the thematic fields 
involved in examining its functions (the military, tax collecting, trade, pilgrimage 
roads, as lines connecting well studied settlements). Yet, for this period of expansion 
(15th-16th centuries) and stabilization (16th-17th centuries) of the Bosnian sancak 
as portion of the western border of the Ottoman Empire, there is a need to better 
understand the dynamics at work in regional organization and population distribu-
tion. Thus, it is now necessary to consider the road as an analytical tool per se, going 
beyond subsidiary functional approaches. Without, however, ruling out these ap-
proaches and based on the studies carried out so far, it will be a question of presenting 
a paper based on a material approach, using the archaeological and geoarchaeological 
method. In particular, this method seeks to observe the resilience of the road and its 
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infrastructure through a variety of sources (material remains, Ottoman administra-
tive documents, journals of Ottoman and foreign travellers, Austro-Hungarian and 
other maps). Among the results to be outlined during the intervention are likely to 
include: the main stages in the evolution of the road network between the 15th and 
17th centuries, the material specificities of roads (paths, stony roads, etc.), their dif-
ferent infrastructures (bridges, lodging structures, etc.) and a comparison between 
the elements characterising the nodes (i.e, settlements) and the sections, all regarding 
their assumed functions. Particular attention will be paid to material transmission 
from the late medieval to Ottoman periods as well as to the weakest traces of the road 
network (paths for men, transhumant herds, etc.).

Luca Orlandi
Özyeğin University, Turkey

Velika Ivkovska
International Balkan University, North Macedonia 

Ottoman Heritage memories:  Stone Bridges in Southern Balkans

The paper focuses on the present status of several historical stone bridges, which with 
their tangible presence for more than five centuries embody the Ottoman legacy in 
the Balkan peninsula.  Researching infrastructures built in Thrace (the European 
part of Turkey) and partially in Bulgaria, Greece, Albania and Macedonia is a fun-
damental component for a general understanding of the vast architectural network 
and production related to the Ottomans that took place in the Southeast Europe. 
In the countries and border lands characterized by strong multi-ethnic components 
and various religious confessions, these traces offer represent an unequivocal bond 
between the European history and the important role played by the Ottoman and 
Turkish civilizations. 

The ‘Ottoman landscape’ stratified over time in these lands exemplify the Ottoman 
strategy to control and develop the Balkans throughout the centuries. Beside being an 
architectural heritage, structures like bridges show how deep and durable the connec-
tion with the conquered territories was and how route networks and infrastructures 
shaped a relevant system connecting the center, Istanbul with the peripherical areas 
of the vast empire. Roads used to move wars and engage battles against enemies, dis-
locating troops and armies beyond the borders, guarantying safe land trades as well 
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as movements of delegations and diplomats to and from the Western countries were 
constantly improved by adaptations of previous Roman inherited stone bridges to 
construction of new ones crossing rivers, swamps, shortcut mountain passages and 
winding roads. 

During Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent’s period, an increasing number of infrastruc-
tures built under the direct responsibility of the Great Architect Sinan and by the will 
of the visionary Gran Viziers like Sokollu Mehmet Pasha and Rüstem Pasha - both of 
Balkan origins – clearly testify these aspects. Important bridges built during this pe-
riod, like the Stari Most over the river Neretva in Mostar or the bridge over the Drina 
River celebrated by Ivo Andrić in the homonymous novel can be seen as extraordinary 
examples of such engineering production and how still today their existence indicates 
the Ottoman achievement in the lands. 

Unfortunately, not all bridges left by the Ottomans in the Balkans reached such pop-
ularity as the above-mentioned examples. Often neglected, destroyed or left aban-
doned, many of these stone masterpieces are spread in territories divided by several 
states and very little considered as assets of an important and unique civilization as 
the Ottoman once was. Through the case studies of this region, the paper wants to 
point out how these stone memories set in their specific urban and/or extra-urban 
context must be described, acknowledged and analyzed in order to adequately reeval-
uate and preserve them in a wider manner. 

Eda Çekil Turgul
Hacettepe University, Turkey

XVI. Yüzyılın İkinci Yarısında İklim Değişiklerinin İstanbul’da 
Ekmeğe Etkisi

On altıncı yüzyıl sonlarında Akdeniz havzasını etkisi altına alan Küçük Buzul Çağı 
iklim belirsizliklerine ve kuraklığa neden oldu. Bunun sonucunda içinde Osmanlı İm-
paratorluğu’nun da bulunduğu çoğu Akdeniz devleti tarımsal bir krize düştü. Erken 
Modern Dönemde Osmanlı ekonomisinde ve beslenme şeklinde buğday, hayati bir 
öneme sahipti. Bu nedenle tarımsal kriz, hayatın hemen her alanına ve her kesimine 
etki etti. Buğday darlıkları seferleri, ticareti, kara ve deniz savaşlarını, ekonomiyi, 
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toplumsal refahı, gündelik yaşamı ve bunlara bağlı olarak yöneticilerin, askerlerin, 
tüccarların, yerli halkın ve kölelerin hayatını doğrudan etkiledi. 

Bu çalışmanın temel amacı, iklimin ekonomik ve sosyal hayat kadar gündelik hayata 
da etki eden, tarihin önemli belirleyicilerinden biri olduğunu vurgulamaktır. Yaşanan 
iklim krizleri tespit edilerek bunların XVI. Yüzyıl İstanbul’unda buğday ve ekmek 
üzerindeki etkileri kayıtlar aracılığıyla izlenecektir. İklim değişikliklerinin Osman-
lı sosyal ve ekonomik hayatına etkilerini incelemek için ana kaynak olarak Şeriyye 
Sicilleri, Mühimme Defterleri ve seyahatnameler kullanılmıştır. Gündelik yaşama dair 
önemli ipuçları veren Şeriyye Sicillerine bu etkiler “eksik ekmek” olarak yansımıştır. 

Analiz iki bölümden oluşur: Öncelikle belgelerden takip edilen sel, kıtlık ve salgın 
haberleri, buğday kaçakçılığı, yolsuzluk ve usulsüzlükler, ekmek kalitesi, zahire talep-
leri ve ihracat yasaklarının kuraklıkla ilişkisi gösterilmiştir. Bu ilişki, Osmanlı ekono-
mik ve sosyal yaşamına dair yeni bir perspektif sağlayacaktır. İkinci olarak, halihazırda 
yöneticileri, askerleri, tüccarları, yabancı devlet adamlarını, köleleri ve kalabalık bir 
nüfusu barındıran İstanbul’un kırsal hayatta yaşanan krizlerin (artan vergiler, isyanlar, 
kuraklığın tarıma olumsuz etkisi) de etkisiyle daha da kalabalıklaşmasının iklim krizi-
ne etkisi gösterilmiştir. Üretim bakımından dışarıya bağımlı olan başkent, iaşede alım 
önceliğine sahip olmasına rağmen başka bölgelerde yaşanan olumsuzluklardan etki-
lenmeye devam etmiştir. Kırsalda kıtlık olarak görülen kriz, devlet koruması altında 
olan İstanbul’da daha çok ‘iaşe darlığı’ olarak görüldü.

Onur Usta
Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Turkey

Continuity and Change in Settlement Dynamics and Hydraulic 
Landscape of the Sixteenth Century Ottoman Mosul Hinterland: 

An Historical and Archaeological Overview

This paper examines the impact of sixteenth century Ottoman rule on the cultural 
and natural landscape of Mosul, which encompasses the Upper Iraqi Tigris Region. 
It combines documentary evidence derived mainly from the tapu-tahrir registers of 
Mosul with archaeological data from the Land of Nineveh Archaeological Project , 
based on ceramic materials and remnants of material 1 culture. These materials col-
lected by the LoNAP enable the continuity and change in the settlement pattern and 
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population distribution of the Upper Iraqi Tigris Region to be observed over a long 
period of time, from the mid-7th to the post 16th centuries. This paper will compare 
documentary evidence from the tapu-tahrir registers of 1523, 1540, 1558, and 1570 
with archaeological data to demonstrate how the Ottoman occupation of Mosul af-
fected the settlement’s dynamics, material culture, and land and water management 
in the Upper Iraqi Tigris Region during the sixteenth century. It will also draw upon 
a variety of relevant archival documents collected from the fiscal registers (maliyeden 
müdevver defterleri) and imperial governing bureau registers (mühimme defterleri).

Previous studies based mainly on the plain transliteration of tapu-tahrir registers have 
revealed that the hinterland of Mosul witnessed a remarkable expansion of settle-
ments accompanied by a rapid increase in population from the mid-sixteenth century 
onwards. This growth represents one typical example of the 16th century demograph-
ic boom visible elsewhere in the Ottoman Empire, as unveiled by similar studies.

However, such studies in general do not attempt to ascertain the drivers of that boom 
by taking into consideration the distinctive social and economic conditions of each 
region. Rather, they take for granted that certain factors are at work simultaneously 
all over the empire; for example, improvement in law and order, sedentarisation of 
nomads, internal migration, etc.

In this paper, I will argue that the population growth associated with agriculture in 
the hinterland of Mosul during the second half of the sixteenth century was achieved 
to a great extent by means of improving river irrigation systems. Although the other 
factors mentioned above undoubtedly had a beneficial effect on prosperity, an agri-
cultural surplus that would support a larger population was solely dependent on the 
maintenance of irrigation canals in the region.
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Serena Acciai
University of Florence, Italy

Ancient Ottoman Towns as Precursor of Garden-Cities of the 20th 
Century

Several modern architects from the Balkans and Turkey spoke about the human scale 
of the Ottoman cities. In doing that, they described the omnipresent relationship be-
tween house and nature as one of the most important characters of the Ottoman way 
of life.

Reading Sedad Eldem: we discovered the terraced gardens on the yalıs’ background 
on the Bosphorus shores. Thanks to Dušan Grabrijan: we can see the layout of the 
Svrzin’s house (kuća) in Sarajevo with its courtyard inseparable from the house plan. 
Again based on Boris Cipan’s studies on Ohrid ancient urban architecture: we find 
the essential continuity between a fisherman’s house in Ohrid with the surrounding 
nature and lake.

Since the 1930’s, in the new nation-states emerging in old Rumelia from the collapse 
of the Ottoman Empire, a group of architects have promoted the study of civil archi-
tecture as a fundamental source for the development of their modern architecture 
making treasure of the vernacular housing tradition of this ancient land.

The relationship with nature was in Eldem’s words innate in Ottoman settlements:

The need to be in touch with nature runs parallel to the longing for comfort and physical 
well-being. Love of nature is innate in the Turkish people, and their homes must always 
include a bit of nature. Ideally, the house opens onto a garden, when possible. The garden 
usually unites with the house through a “salons-kiosque”, a kind of fenced veranda. They 
are the delight of any house. Water from the basins in the garden finds its way into the 
house in the form of cascading fountains (selsebil or fiskiye).  Even a more modest house 
has a “cardak”, or sort of pergola, through which wisteria or other vines can climb to the 
upper floors, bringing nature inside. 

If we take into consideration Ebenezer Howard’s idea of a garden-city, it is natural to 
think that Ottoman towns can be considered the first garden-cities! This paper aims 
to throw light on this point, based on the analysis of appropriate case studies and the 
theories on this matter by the architects mentioned above.

– 45–



Dorina Arapi 
Polis University, Albania

Shaping the Community: The Key Role of Confraternities in the 
Social Change of Scuttari (Albania) during the 18th-19th Century

Confraternities were organized groups of people, who were devoted to the religious 
life and to charitable services in the Roman Catholic communities. The research 
about these associations provides important aspects of the social fabric of the cities, 
communities and believers. As it is noted from scholars, confraternities were not only 
the spiritual guide in a city, but they also designed ethics, social and power relations. 

Most studies have dealt on the confraternities in European cities, like Rome, Florence 
etc. But less is known about the Roman Catholic confraternities in Ottoman settings, 
specifically in the Albanian context.

In my paper I will draw the analyses on the confraternities in Scuttari in Albania 
during the first half of the 18th until the first half of the 19th century. In this paper I 
will analyse confraternities not only as important institutional structures that orga-
nized and shaped the religious life of the Roman Catholics, but also as a key factor in 
articulating social and economic life of the city. 

I will try to give a panorama about their structural organization, rules, devotional life, 
and above of all their impact on the social change of the Catholic community in Scuttari. 
The analysis is drawn on confraternal registers of the archival records preserved in the 
Fond of the Archdiocese of Scuttari at the Central State Archive in Tirana (Albania).

Phokion Kotzageorgis
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece

Searching for the ‘Greeks’ in the Ottoman Administrative Sources 
(15th-17th C.)

The paper challenges the view that the Ottoman term ‘Rum’ was used for the Or-
thodox Christian subjects in general. In particular, the paper intends a) to identify 
the terms used by the Ottoman administration to describe the ‘Greeks’, b) to present 
those terms’ content, c) to explore the nuances these terms acquired in the adminis-
trative terminology, d) to analyze the terms particularly referred to the Greeks and 
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to compare them with those concerning the non-Muslims in general, and e) to inter-
pret them according to the context of the sources and the timing these sources had 
been compiled. After using a variety of sources (judicial registers [kadı sicilleri], fiscal 
registers [tahrir defterleri], orders of important affairs [mühimme defterleri] and ad-
ministrative regulations [kanunnameler]), the present research underlines the use of 
special ethnic terms for the Ottoman Orthodox Christian subjects (Arnavud, Rum, 
Sırb, Eflak, Bulgar), next to the general and more appropriate for legal and fiscal pur-
poses terms (kafir, zimmi, nasrani, gebran), albeit in a non-systematic way. The use of 
those ‘ethnic’ terms reveals that the Ottomans were aware of the pre-Ottoman real-
ities in the Balkans, but since state’s legal and fiscal interests did not require the use 
of those terms, the Ottoman authorities did not systematically use them. The term 
Rum was used for the Greeks. The content of such terms in a pre-modern context 
must be perceived as a set of criteria, in which neither language nor place of origin 
has a predominant role. Rather than this, these terms reflected a cultural geography, 
with which both the subjects and the central administration were familiar. The salient 
factor in this identity depended on the cultural milieu these groups lived in. In the 
18th century the Ottoman realities and perceptions changed, as did the content of 
these terms as well.

Marco Ali Spadaccini 
Binghamton University, SUNY, USA

Protecting Ottoman Merchants Going to Papal Ancona (ca. 1560–
1590): An Illustration of Ottoman and Papal Mercantile Practices 

in the Adriatic

In March 1563 the ship captain Ali had left the Ottoman port of Herceg Novi to 
reach Ancona in the Papal States when a Venetian galley intercepted the ship and 
forced them to relinquish part of the cargo as payment of a customs duty. Once the 
ship arrived in Ancona, news of the incident spread fast prompting both Papal and 
Ottoman representatives to express their grievances in the Venetian Senate. Rome ad-
vocating for Ottoman Muslim and Jewish merchants in an age that saw the Papacy be-
ing the catalyst of crusading efforts against the Ottoman Turks may seem an anomaly. 
However, research in the archives of Ancona, Vatican, Venice, and Istanbul following 
the tracks of other Ottoman merchants who went to Ancona in the 1560–1590 pe-
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riod suggests otherwise. First, this study indicates that Rome and Istanbul shared an 
interest in ensuring that merchants from the Ottoman empire safely traded in papal 
Ancona despite the official rhetoric. Thus, this paper contends that in the study of 
Ottoman merchants in the Adriatic Sea foregrounding those trading with Ancona 
–rather than insisting on those going to Venice– lays bare the mercantile practices 
of Ottoman officials, who could threaten Venice to send their merchants to Ancona, 
and the Papacy’s respectively, which was keen to maintain the revenues ensuing from 
the Ottoman merchants entering Ancona. Lastly, this research reveals the capacity 
of Ottoman merchants to elicit the intervention of institutions in Ancona, Rome, 
Venice, and of course Istanbul.
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Panel

From Bonded to Free: The Variety of Dependencies in the Ottoman 
World

Organizers: Gül Şen, Heidelberg University, Germany — Suraiya Faroqhi, 
Ibn Haldun University, Turkey

Chair: Gül Şen, Heidelberg University, Germany

In this panel, we will present recent findings concerning the various categories of 
bondage in the Ottoman world, covering the spectrum between slavery and free men 
and women in strong asymmetrical relations of dependence. Looking at Ottoman 
practices of enslavement, we soon discern a clear distinction (as a legal ideal model 
and not a clear-cut reality) between “no-slaving zones” (i.e. the empire’s territory it-
self ) and “slaving zones” situated beyond the imperial borders—a category suggested 
by Jeff Fynn-Paul (2018). Thus, speaking of slaves in the Ottoman context always in-
volves discussing the geographic origin of slaves, who often came from regions nearby, 
such as the Latin Mediterranean, Ukraine or Russia.

In this context, we will examine the complexity of enslavement practices and catego-
ries in order to enhance scholarly understanding of the interwoven practices of bond-
age, ranging from the slavery to freedom. The focus will be on the wide range of the 
social and economic dimensions of bondage in real life, which always transcended 
strict juridical-normative definitions.

1. Veruschka Wagner
University of Bonn, Germany

Free as Other Freeborn or Just Another form of Dependant? The 
Social and Economic Status of Former Slaves in Early Modern 

Istanbul

This paper aims to examine the social and economic status of slaves in the Ottoman 
Empire after their time of enslavement. Drawing on the Istanbul area court records 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth century, the possibilities and rooms of maneuver of 
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former slaves will be analyzed. Even if standardized formulations in legal texts do not 
seem to reflect the actual status of individuals, it is still possible to gain insights into 
the various social and economic dimensions of dependency in real life by analyzing 
legal documents in the Ottoman court records (kadı sicilleri). The study of deeds of 
foundation, donations, estate inventories and others provide information about the 
lives slaves could live after their time of enslavement. Even if the whole life of individ-
ual slaves cannot be traced, these documents represent fragments of slave biographies, 
which document important moments like manumission, inheritance, donations and 
so on. According to law, after manumission former slaves were supposed to be “free as 
other freeborn” in Ottoman society. On the one hand, however, the documents indi-
cate that in some cases the relationship between former masters and slaves has been 
maintained and possibly only a different kind of social, economic, or even emotional 
dependency has developed. On the other hand, it is evident that former slaves were 
integrated into society and, like other free slaves, were able to carry out activities such 
as the purchase of a house or a slave. Thus, not only at the time of their enslavement, 
but also after their enslavement, slaves were involved in social processes and shaped 
social and economic structures of the Ottoman society. So this paper will focus on 
slaves after their time of enslavement and take a look at their social and economic 
activities in the society of early modern Istanbul. It will also discuss the classification 
of free and unfree as a continuum of dependency and analyze the question of the 
dynamic of the slave status.

2. Zübeyde Güneş-Yağcı
Balıkesir University, Turkey

Cariyenin İntikamı: Kölelerin Maruz Kaldıkları Şiddet ve Tepkileri

Şiddete maruz kalan köleler efendileri ya da başkaları tarafından şiddete uğramak-
taydılar. Mesela Esirci Mehmed’in kölesinin ellerini kesmesi, cariye Ferah’ın efendi-
si tarafından gözünün çıkarılması, Yusuf ’un kaçan kölesini yakaladıktan sonra 
öldürmesi gibi. Dayak ise çok sıradan, günlük hayatın içinde olağan olarak kabul edil-
irdi. Kölelerin dayak yemesi de sıradandı. Birkaç tokatın dışında ağır şekilde yaralan-
malara kadar giden geniş yelpazenin içinde şiddetin bir parçası idi. Böyle olunca 
köle ne yapmalıydı ya da ne yapabilirdi? Şiddete maruz kalan kölelerin mahkemeye 
başvurma haklarının olması onları şiddetten koruyor muydu sorusu dayağın olağan 
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kabul edildiği bir dönemde ne kadar geçerliydi? Kölenin öldürülmesi ya da bedeni 
cezaların verilmesi durumunda efendilerin cezalandırıldıkları, genellikle kürek cezası-
na çarptırıldıklarına dair elimizde belgeler olmasına rağmen dayak atmak, bir yere 
kapatmak gibi cezalarda neler yapıldığına dair veriler bulmak oldukça zordur. Yine de 
az sayıda örnek bize kölelerin şiddete maruz kaldıklarında çok sert tepkiler verdikler-
ini göstermektedir. Efendilerini öldürmek en ağır tepki olarak karşımıza çıkmaktadır. 
Yine evlerini yakanlar dahi vardır. Hatta böyle bir olay İstanbul’da büyük bir yangının 
çıkmasına bile sebep olmuştu.

Bu gibi olaylardan yola çıkarak Osmanlı Devleti’nde efendilerin kölelerine uygu-
ladıkları şiddet ve şiddete karşı kölelerin gösterdikleri tepkileri ele alacağım. Bildiri-
nin sorunsalı şiddet olgusunun köleler için ne ifade ettiği, şiddetin kimler tarafından 
yapıldığı, şiddetin boyutu ve buna kölelerin tepkileri olacaktır. Bu çalışmayla Osmanlı 
toplumsal tarihinin bilinmeyen bir yönüne ışık tutmak hedeflenmektedir. Cumhur-
başkanlığı arşivinde yer alan belgelerin yanı sıra özellikle İstanbul başta olmak üzere 
şer’iyye sicillerine bakılacak, kronikler ve seyahatnameler taranacaktır. 

Summary in English:

The Concubine’s Revenge: Violence against the Slaves and their 
Reactions

In Ottoman society, the treatment of slaves by their masters or by other individuals 
varied strongly, depending on local mores and the individuals involved. Masters com-
mitted acts of violence against slaves, and other people did so, too.  Beating was very 
common and in daily life, people considered it as a normal, regular phenomenon. 
Beatings were part of a wider spectrum of violent practices that also comprised the in-
fliction of serious injuries. Instances of extreme violence are on record, such as the case 
of a slave trader who cut off the hand of his slave, a master gouging out the eyes of his 
concubine Ferah, or a certain Yusuf, who murdered his fugitive slave after recapture. 

On the other hand, how could a slave react against such practices? Slaves exposed to 
violent behaviour had the right to file a suit, in order to gain protection against their 
masters. However, the question arises to what extent such legal countermeasures were 
useful in a time when beating was a common and accepted practice. There is docu-
mentary evidence that masters were sentenced to the oars for murdering or gravely 
maltreating a slave. However, it is difficult to find any evidence on the punishment 
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of slave owners for less serious forms of violence, such as beating or locking up their 
slaves. 

As for the reaction of the slaves concerned, there are a few documented cases of men 
and women reacting with extreme violence against abusive masters, including even 
murder. Other slaves set fire to their masters’ houses, and one such act of revenge even 
caused a major Istanbul fire. In this paper, I examine what violence actually meant to 
the slaves committing such acts, focusing on the various dimensions of anti-slave vio-
lence and the reactions of the slaves against such maltreatment. By doing so, this paper 
aims to contribute to a less-known aspect of Ottoman social history. My analysis uses 
documents found in the Cumhurbaşkanlığı Devlet Arşivleri, as well as court registers 
(kadı sicilleri) from Istanbul and other cities, in addition to contemporaneous chron-
icles and travel accounts.

3. Gül Şen
Heidelberg University

Recruitment, Forced Labor, Enslavement: Shared Practices of the 
Mediterranean Powers in the Early Modern Period

The most shared practice of the Mediterranean powers in the early modern period 
were their maritime activities with all their normative and pragmatic dimensions and 
consequences. The general aim of all powers was to maintain the balance of power 
and sovereignty in the Mediterranean by means of naval encounters. Just like their 
Latin opponents, the Ottoman navy relied to a great extent on man workforce. Al-
though all kind of labor was needed and recruited, the oarsmen did probably the 
heaviest and the most dangerous labor. The enormous demand for rowers by the be-
ginning of the 16th century led to the increased recruitment of men by force. This 
permanent need for manpower and the forced recruitment mechanisms for the fleet 
appear as common practice among the sea powers. While maritime labor was not of 
direct importance for the Ottoman imperial economy, it was vital to the maintenance 
of a functioning fleet, and hence to safeguard the Ottoman state’s sovereignty by sea 
and land. Therefore, maritime labor played an indirect but immense role in economy. 
Moreover, the workforce was seasonally deployed in the port cities, which made these 
laborers part of local economic and social life.  
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This paper examines the diverse nature of man power and its recruitment beyond the 
great triumphalist narratives of naval battles in the early modern Mediterranean. It 
addresses, among others, the issues of the recruitment of required labor force by the 
Ottoman state; the decision makers who held the authority for labor organization 
for the navy, and the strategies they followed. To what extend were their strategies 
within legally defined boundaries and if they were involved in illegal proceedings, and 
what were the reasons to do so? Drawing on a number of state registers (first of all the 
mühimmes, or arsenal registers), forced labor and enslavement practices will be dis-
cussed as a state’s recruitment mechanism in times of high demand. Focusing on the 
local economic and social role of man power, the Ottoman practices did correspond 
to those of other Mediterranean states. 
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Hülya Öztürk
Selçuk University, Turkey

Konya’da 1840-1842 Yılları Arasında Esnaf Sandıklarının 
Faaliyetleri

Osmanlı Devleti’nde şehirlerin iktisadi ve sosyo-kültürel yapısını derinden etkileyen 
kurumlardan en önemlisi şüphesiz esnaf sandıkları olmuştur. Esnaf sandıklarının ku-
ruluş amacı ahilik kurumuna oldukça benzemektedir. Selçuklular döneminde ekono-
mik hayata yön veren ahilik teşkilatı zaman içerisinde bir takım değişiklikler göster-
erek Osmanlı Devleti döneminde esnaf sandıklarına evrilmiştir. Temel amacı esnaf 
arasında yardımlaşma ve dayanışmayı sağlamak olan esnaf sandıkları, kendilerine has 
törenleri, mesleki bilgi aktarımı ve yazılı kuralları sayesinde Osmanlı ekonomik ha-
yatında özel ve önemli bir yere sahiptir. Esnaf teşkilatının bu kendine özgü kültürel 
yapısının yanı sıra esnaf arasında sermayenin belirli ellerde toplanmasının da önüne 
geçilmesi ve kar marjının belirli bir düzeyde kalmasına yardımcı olması gibi etkileri 
olduğu görülmektedir.

Para vakfı şeklinde işletilen esnaf sandıklarında biriken sermaye ihtiyaç sahibi üyel-
ere veya başkalarına kullanılmak üzere verilmiş, murabaha yoluyla elde edilen gelir 
ise esnaf vergilerinin ödenmesi, malzeme giderlerinin karşılanması gibi alanlarda 
kullanılmıştır. Esnaf sandıklarından üyeler dışındaki kişilerin de faydalanabilmesi 
toplumsal yardımlaşmayı güçlendirmiş, istihdama katkı sağlamış ve bireylerin mad-
di ihtiyaçlarının giderilmesinde önemli rol oynamıştır. Bununla birlikte esnaf bir-
liklerinin kendi mesleki yapılarında gerekli olan düzenin sağlanması, esnafın ticari 
hayatının aksamadan yürümesi, çarşı ve pazarlarda belirli bir düzenin sağlanmasında 
esnaf sandıkları önemli rol oynamıştır. Çeşitli esnaf birliklerinin bir arada faaliyette 
bulunduğu çarşılarda tüm esnaf birleşerek ya da ilgili sanatın alt dalları birleşerek 
sandıklar oluşturmuşlardır. Esnafların yoğun olarak toplandıkları bölgeler şehirleşme 
açısından da önem taşımaktadır. Esnafların yoğun bir şekilde yer aldığı bölgeler de 
nüfus yoğunluğu da artış göstermiş, ticari faaliyetler açısından bu bölgeler şehirlerin 
gelişmiş bölgelerini oluşturmuştur. 

Bu çalışmanın birinci bölümünde Osmanlı devletinde esnaf sandıklarının gelişimi ve 
önemi üzerinde durulmuştur. Çalışmanın ikinci bölümünde ise esnaf sandıklarının 
işleyiş prensipleri ele alınmıştır. Üçüncü ve son bölümde ise 1840-1842 yılları arasın-
da Konya’da faaliyet gösteren esnaf sandıkları incelenmiştir. Esnaf sandıklarına kayıtlı 
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ticaret erbablarının faaliyet alanları, sandıkların kuruluş amacı, sermayeleri, esnaf 
sandığına yaptıkları ödemeler, esnaf sandığından ne kadar para kullandıkları, ne 
amaçla para kullandıkları, sandığa yaptıkları ödemeler incelenmiştir. Sandığa kayıtlı 
müslim ve gayrimüslim esnafların dağılımları da incelenerek ilgili dönemde şehirde 
ticari hayata yön veren esnafların toplumsal özellikleri ortaya konmaya çalışılmıştır.

Jun Akiba
The University of Tokyo, Japan

Schoolboys in Ankara and its Environs in 1836: An Analysis of the 
Population Registers

Mektebs, or traditional elementary schools for Muslim children, are known to have 
been widespread in Ottoman society. In these schools, children learned the alphabet, 
the Qur’an, the religious precepts, and other basic knowledge. However, few studies 
have been done to examine the extent to which the elementary schooling penetrat-
ed the society. Although the number of mektebs or sometimes the number of pupils 
in certain localities is available from eighteenth and nineteenth-century sources, we 
cannot know from these sources the social backgrounds from which the pupils orig-
inated.

In this study, I focus on the population registers of the sancak (subprovince) of An-
kara dated 1836, which, unlike the similar registers in other provinces, recorded the 
occupation of each male. Importantly, they also added a note on school attendance 
for each boy who went to school. Thus, they are an invaluable source for a survey 
of the social backgrounds of mekteb pupils and the practice of sending children to 
school in the Anatolian provinces before the beginning of the modernizing reform 
in education.

An analysis of the register of the town of Ankara reveals that among 700-odd male 
children aged between six and ten, about 30 percent attended school. Although this 
percentage varies widely according to neighborhood and fathers’ occupation, we can 
find pupils coming from a broad range of social strata, including children of day-la-
borers (ırgat) and workers (rencber) as well as the ulema and merchant families, who 
were among those most willing to send their sons to school. However, intriguingly, 
the attendance rate in some rural districts was much higher than in the town of An-
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kara. Not only peasants (çiftçi) but also camel-drivers (sarban) and shepherds (çoban) 
were sending their children to school. These findings lead us to reconsider the role of 
the school and, more generally, the social and religious practices among the urban and 
rural populations in Ottoman Anatolia.

Naz Yücel
The George Washington University, USA

Sultan Abdülhamid II’s Invisible Income: An Analysis of Privy 
Purse Budgets During the Hamidian Era

Transformations in property regimes are inextricably linked to state finances, political 
economic ideas, and state institutions. The Ottoman Empire was not an exception 
to this rule. From the 1880s onwards, emlâk-ı hümayûn became a legal category that 
designated the lands Sultan Abdülhamid II (r. 1876-1909) acquired as his personal 
private property. Although the concept of emlâk-ı hümayûn predated enthronement 
of Sultan Abdülhamid II, Hamidian officials instrumentalized this legal category by 
building an imperial policy across Ottoman domains, passing legal orders, and estab-
lishing administrative institutions. This property regime sought to protect Ottoman 
sovereignty and to provide revenue for the personal treasury of the sultan, the Privy 
Purse (Hazine-i Hassa) -- among other reasons. With the separation of the state trea-
sury and the Privy Purse, revenues from emlâk-ı hümayûn accrued in Abdülhamid 
II’s personal treasury as opposed to the state treasury according to Arzu Terzi’s study 
on the Privy Purse. Financial histories of the late Ottoman Empire that focus on state 
budgets including Stanford Shaw and Tevfik Güran’s studies fail to account for this 
invisible income that the Sultan generated for himself, and later, spent on administra-
tion of these properties as well as towards strengthening his own patronage network.

To shed light on this invisible income that Abdülhamid II accrued under the Privy 
Purse, this paper will present a study of budgetary documents related to the Privy 
Purse. I will present on the revenues that Abdülhamid II accrued from emlâk-ı hü-
mayûn for financial years between 1880/1881 and 1905/1906, which are absent from 
state budgets. Through a comparison of state and emlâk-ı hümayûn revenues during 
the Hamidian period, I will demonstrate that this property regime associated with 
Sultan Abdülhamid II was the cornerstone of Hamidian rule. Furthermore, I will dis-
cuss emlâk-ı hümayûn revenues for financial years between 1887/1888 and 1893/94 
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in detail, demonstrating their breakdown on provincial level. Thereby, I will show that 
while this policy generated a significant personal income for Abdülhamid II through 
the properties he acquired in at least fifteen provinces alongside the capital, emlâk-ı 
hümayûn in Arab provinces as well as Aydın, Edirne, and Salonica particularly carried 
the weight of this Hamidian property regime. 

Burhan Çağlar 
Sakarya University, Turkey / University of Toronto, Canada

James McCoan and His Paper: The Establishment of an English-
Language Newspaper in Constantinople

The emergence of periodicals in the Ottoman world reshaped the readership and 
brought new functionality to language communities. Turkish assumed a new role as 
the language of written communication, and with its international status around the 
world, it served as an essential tool for the transmission of French knowledge. In this 
environment, English publications in the Ottoman lands were very flexible and prag-
matic about including French on their pages. In line with the audiences’ demands and 
commercial needs, they sometimes offered bilingual content, and when necessary, 
they produced French editions. This presentation focuses on these English periodi-
cals and discuss the estanblishment of an international English-language newspaper 
in the Ottoman Capital, The Levant Herald and its proprietor James McCoan. In 
the presentation, the transformations of the newspaper since its entry into the press 
life, changes in name, language, content, privilege holders, news sources, the content 
of the newspaper, and the segments it addresses was investigated. Penalties for the 
newspaper that publishes within the framework of the capitulation provisions are 
also evaluated within the scope of the study. The primary sources of the work, which 
contains information about the formation process of the Ottoman public opinion, 
are news from the London press, archive documents, and the content analysis of the 
newspaper.
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Domna Iordanidou
University of Ioannina, Greece

Fratelli Allatini: Mining Enterprises in Ottoman Macedonia

Allatini used to be a Jewish family established in Thessaloniki in the end of 18th c. 
originated from Leghorn/Livorno (Italy). This family during the following century 
dominated financially the entire geographical zone of Macedonia. Being partners ini-
tially with members of the Modiano family expanded in activities of any kind regard-
ing industry, finance and commerce. Their last known activity in the zone consisted of 
mining enterprises. Regardless that their other business activities, especially the flour-
mill (est. 1854), the brick factory (est. 1880), the Banque de Salonique (est. 1888) 
are well documented, till now generally this side of their activities – mining business 
- was overlooked. In this presentation I will present the mining business where they 
were founding members and members of the board (“Société ottomane anonyme 
des mines de Cassandra”) but even other enterprises were they were present as “silent 
partners”. My research consists a part of my PhD thesis – still in progress – which will 
be presented at the University of Ioannina (Greece). It is focused mainly in the part 
of Macedonia that later became part of the Hellenic State. 

The sources used on this purpose are the lists of 1907-1908 containing the mining 
concessions to privates and the joint-stock companies as they appear in their French 
translation in the “Revue Commerciale du Levant”, the archive of the Directorate of 
the Mines in Northern Greece, the records of a Financial Committee that took place 
in Paris trying to settle the economic situation after the 1st Balkan War, special edi-
tions of the Ministry of National Economy/Mining Division in Greece, Greek and 
French Press and relevant bibliography. 

Allatini family left Thessaloniki before 1st Balkan War as they were Italian citizens in 
the aftermath of the italo-ottoman war of 1911 over Libya. The business were admin-
istrated by a relative of the family and they claimed their rights against the Greek state 
even in the late 1930s.
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Silvana Rachieru
University of Bucharest, Romania

A Symbolic Map of a Foreign Community: Social and Economic 
Trajectories of the Romanian Community in Constantinople in 

1900

The presentation focuses on some results of a long-term research project which ad-
dresses a very specific aspect concerning the Romanian-Ottoman relations after 1878: 
the Romanian citizens and subjects, residents in the Ottoman Empire, perceived as 
a community under the protection of the diplomatic missions of Romania. For this 
presentation a special attention will be on socio-professional as well as economic tra-
jectories of the members of the colony registered to the Romanian Consulate in Con-
stantinople. It will be the first attempt as well to create a map of this foreign commu-
nity in town, identifying places of memory and symbolic locations for the Romanian 
colony in the Ottoman capital. 

The history of the official Romanian community, protected by an independent state 
through its diplomatic missions had its beginning in the autumn of 1878, after the 
arrival and recognition of the first official Romanian diplomatic representative to the 
Ottoman Porte, Dimitrie Bratianu. From that moment on the Romanian residents 
in the Empire were under the protection of an authority, after years of assimilation as 
protected subjects of the Ottoman Empire. Due to different reasons, only in 1918 a 
consular convention was signed between Romania and the Ottoman Empire, conven-
tion which was of direct interest for the Romanian community in the Ottoman Em-
pire because stipulated its status and rights. For four decades, between 1878 - 1918, 
the status of the Romanian subjects followed the model of the capitulations signed 
with other states, without specific details on their protection. The paper will insist 
on the economic and professional profiles of the members of the community, with a 
special interest on identification of specific living or working neighborhoods in Con-
stantinople for daily activity, area of economic interests. Various case-studies will be 
identified and emphasized during the presentation.

The main sources are the consular registers and the correspondence between the rep-
resentatives of the Romanian state and Ministry of the Foreign Affairs, both Roma-
nian and Ottoman. In addition, other alternative sources will be used, like census, 
yearly books, newspapers or memoirs. 
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